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Policy Committee 

Date: Wednesday, June 12, 2024 

Time: 3:00pm 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department, 1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Attendance:   

Voting Members Non-Voting Attendance 

City of DeKalb: Bill Nicklas FHWA: Not present 

City of DeKalb: Zac Gill (Vice-Chair)   

City of DeKalb:  IDOT OP&P: Doug DeLille 

City of Sycamore: Michael Hall, Jeff Fischer   

City of Sycamore: Matt Anderson (Secretary) DSATS Staff: Nathan Schwartz, Jacob Johnson, 

Hayden Hess, Luke Szady 

Town of Cortland: Not present   

DeKalb County: Brian Gregory   

NIU: Not present   

IDOT District 3: Not present   

 

Meeting Minutes 

 Call to Order: Vice-chair Gill called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. 

1. Roll Call 

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Motion to approve the June 12, 2024 meeting agenda made by Mr. Niklas; seconded by 

Mr. Gregory; motion approved unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

Motion to approve the May 8, 2024 meeting minutes made by Mr. Anderson; seconded 

by Mr. Fischer; motion approved unanimously.  

4. Public Comments 

No public comments. 
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5. New Business 

a. SFY 2025-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (Action) 

Mr. Schwartz presented the SFY 2025-2029 TIP document. The TIP was introduced to 

the Policy Committee in May. Mr. Schwartz mentioned that additional definitions 

were included in the document and a few source funding tables were adjusted to 

prevent cutoff on the page itself. Mr. Schwartz also mentioned that a map had been 

updated to match the UPWP. It went through the public comment period receiving 

no comment. The Transportation Advisory Committee unanimously forwarded the 

SFY 2025-2029 TIP document with a positive recommendation to the Policy 

Committee for adoption. A motion to adopt the SFY 2025-2029 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) made by Mr. Nicklas; seconded by Mr. Gregory. Motion 

approved unanimously.  

6. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 

Mr. Schwartz informed the Committee about the hiring of Jacob Johnson, full-time 

DSATS coordinator. Mr. Johnson is a recent NIU graduate, and he announced that he 

is currently collaborating with Mr. Hess in researching more information for the ADA 

sidewalk compliance study, as well as updating the 2050 MTP to accurately reflect 

the 2020 Census data. Mr. Schwartz then announced the return of urban planning 

intern Hayden Hess for the summer. Mr. Hess stated that he has been working on the 

2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, specifically focusing on the Transportation 

Systems section. He has also been researching software for the ADA sidewalk 

compliance study, and a meeting is scheduled this week with a potential vendor. Mr. 

Hess has also completed the 2023 Traffic Count Study, which has since been 

forwarded to all three municipalities. Mr. Schwartz then introduced Luke Szady, the 

new DSATS GIS intern. Mr. Szady is an NIU student who has been splitting time 

between the MPO and the County Information Management Office, and he has been 

tasked with working on the Travel Demand Model (TDM) and assisting with the 2050 

MTP. He presented his work on the TDM to the committee members, and Mr. Szady 

informed the committee that the data used in the TDM was derived from the 2020 

Census. Mr. Schwartz mentioned that the 2020 Census data is inherently flawed due 

to the ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the city of Urbana is attempting 

to spearhead a special census so that more accurate information can be compiled. 

Mr. Fischer asked how long students must live on campus to be considered a part of 

the population of the region. Mr. Schwartz also announced that the DSATS staff will 

update Google Street View this year. Mr. Schwartz mentioned to the committee that 

the Peace Road bridge will be replaced and Peace Road north of IL-64 will be 

widened, all the way up to Freed Road. Those projects were planned for this year but 

preliminary engineering is behind, so a letting this fall will be held and work should 

start in the following spring.  

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 
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Vice-chair Gill stated that the letting for the improvements at the intersection of 

Lucinda Avenue and Normal Road will be Friday, June 14. Mr. DeLille announced that 

the Safe Routes to School grants were announced the week prior, and the call for 

ITEP projects opens on August 1st and closes September 30th. He also reported the 

State is holding the fall planning conference Oct 2 – 4 in Fairview Heights, IL. 

c. Additional Business 

None. 

7. Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Anderson; seconded by Mr. Fischer; meeting 

adjourned at 3:16 pm. 
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