ATS

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study

a metropolitan planning organization

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC)

Date: Wednesday, June 5, 2024
Time: 11:00am
Location: DeKalb County Highway Department
1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115
Attendance:
TAC Voting Members TAC Non-Voting Attendance
City of DeKalb: Zac Gill (Vice-Chair) FHWA: Jon Paul Diipla
City of Sycamore: Mark Bushnell (Chair), Jared IDOT OP&P: Doug Delille
Weber
Town of Cortland:  Brandy Williams IDOT Local Roads:
DeKalb County: Derek Hiland DeKalb Transit:
NIU: John Heckmann VAC: Not present
IDOT District 3: Not present DSATS Staff: Brad Hunold, Jacob Johnson, Hayden
Hess, Luke Szady
Meeting Minutes
Call to Order: Chair Bushnell called the meeting to order at 10:59 am.
1. Roll Call
A quorum was established for the TAC.
2. Approval of Agenda (Action)
Motion to approve the June 5, 2024 TAC meeting agenda made by Vice-chair Gill;
seconded by Ms. Williams. Motion approved unanimously.
3. Approval of Minutes (Action)
Motion to approve the May 1, 2024 TAC meeting minutes made by Mr. Heckmann;
seconded by Vice-chair Gill. Motion approved unanimously.
4. Public Comments

No public comments.
New Business

a. SFY 2025-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (Action)
Mr. Hunold presented the proposed SFY 2025-2029 TIP document and described the
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changes made to the document following the May meeting. It completed the public
comment period with no comments received. Mr. Hunold mentioned IDOT will likely
have modifications after their multi-year program is released this summer. Mr. Delille
mentioned that the FTA is placing more emphasis on performance measures for TIP
projects, per the statewide MPO meeting in Springfield on Tuesday. Mr. Heckmann
posed a question regarding what justification is there for performing capacity
improvement projects. Ms. Williams mentioned that previous meetings with the
Project Selection Committee have established that an emphasis should be placed on
maintenance. A motion to forward the SFY 2025-2029 TIP to the Policy Committee
with a positive recommendation made by Mr. Hiland; seconded by Vice-chair Gill.
Motion approved unanimously.

6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates

No report.

7. Other Business

a.

Staff and Project Updates

Mr. Hunold informed the committee members about the return of an urban planning
intern, Hayden Hess, for the summer, as well as introductions for Luke Szady, GIS
intern, and Jacob Johnson, DSATS coordinator. Mr. Hess has been finishing up the
2023 Traffic Count Study and informed the committee members that it would be
completed by the end of the week. Mr. Hess also stated that he has been working on
the 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Chair Bushnell requested to be notified
when this information was updated. Vice-chair Gill requested a special, independent
report regarding the closure of Normal Road and the subsequent intersections
contained in the 2023 Traffic Count Study. Mr. Szady has been splitting time between
the MPO and the County Information Management Office, and he has been tasked
with the Travel Demand Model (TDM). He presented his work to the committee
members, and Chair Bushnell requested the employment data be sent over to him.
Mr. Johnson recently graduated from NIU and he announced that he will be
collaborating with Mr. Hess to review the 2023 Traffic Count Study.

Mr. Hunold also announced that the DSATS staff will continue to update Google
StreetView and work on an ADA sidewalk study using a Lidar scanner. Ms. Williams
requested more information on the process DSATS staff will take during the ADA
sidewalk study. Hayden stated that the entire DSATS area will be conducted and that
DSATS will be basing this study off of the work conducted by CUUATS. Chair Bushnell
inquired as to what information will be obtained from this study and how it can be
used by member organizations of the DSATS area. Chair Bushnell requested that
information collected from the study be forwarded for review by members of the
committee.

Vice-Chair Gill reported the Lucinda Avenue reconstruction in 2024 will be on the
IDOT June letting.

Despite being over budget, Chair Bushnell reported that the City’s STU project on
Somonauk Road will likely be completed at the beginning of July. Additionally, the
City’s MFT was reopened and came in under-budget.
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b. What's New with our State and Federal Partners

Mr. Delille announced that the Safe Routes to School grants were announced the
week prior, and the call for ITEP projects opens on August 1°' and closes September
30™. Chair Bushnell offered his assistance for any committee members looking to put
together an ITEP grant. Mr. Delille also mentioned that MPO documents are GATA
exempt. Mr. Diipla informed the committee members of a notice of funding
opportunity for the Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Grant. newly submitted
applications are due August 28" and reconsideration of projects previously
submitted are due by July 1%, 2024.
c. Additional Business

None.

8. Adjourn

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Williams; seconded by Vice-chair Gill. Motion
approved unanimously.

Meetings adjourned at 11:28 am.

Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Transportation Advisory Committee at
a subsequent meeting.
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