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Project Selection Subcommittee 

Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 

Time: 9:00 am 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Attendance:   

Voting Members Non-Voting Attendance 

City of DeKalb: Zac Gill (Chair) DSATS Staff: Nathan Schwartz 

City of Sycamore: Mark Bushnell  Jacob Johnson 

Town of Cortland: Brandy Williams   

DeKalb County: Nathan Schwartz   

 

Meeting Minutes 

 Call to Order: Chair Gill called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 

1. Roll Call 

A quorum was established for the Project Selection Subcommittee. 

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Motion to approve the October 29, 2024 meeting agenda made by Ms. Williams; 

seconded by Mr. Bushnell; Motion approved unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

Motion to approve the October 31, 2023 meeting minutes made by Ms. Williams; 

seconded by Mr. Bushnell; Motion approved unanimously.  

4. Public Comments 

No public comments. 

5. New Business 

a. Review of Existing and Proposed STU Projects (Action) 

Mr. Schwartz presented the STU projects previously approved by the Policy 

Committee in November 2023. He then proceeded to explain the updates of the 

proposed projects received by staff. Staff recommended changing the name of the 

Plank Road Intersection Improvement project to the Plank Road Roundabout, and 

the cost of the project would increase as the intersection would need to stay open 
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during construction. Mr. Schwartz announced that DSATS received HSIP funds that 

would be used for the project which reduces STU funds from $1.2M to $400,000. 

Staff recommended leaving the Annie Glidden Road Resurfacing & ADA 

Improvements project in FY2028 which would allow time for designing and 

permitting plus ITEP grant applications. The Airport Road Box Culvert project is 

moved forward from FY2028 to FY2027. The Fox Point Drive project from the City of 

Sycamore was estimated at a cost of $200,000 but current prices from other projects 

suggest $300,000 is more appropriate. Staff recommended the project placed in 

FY2026 but Mr. Bushnell asked to move the project back to 2027. 

Mr. Schwartz informed the subcommittee the County would like to have the Plank 

Road realignment project funded in FY2032. The $12M-$15M project is wrapping up 

a multi-year study which concludes a realignment is the proper solution for safety, 

capacity, and other issues. An amount of $4M was requested for the Plank Road 

corridor realignment which leaves approximately $500,000 for a project in 2031. 

Instead of having 3 projects federally funded, Mr. Schwartz suggested transferring 

the federal STU funds from both the Somonauk Road and Glidden Road projects and 

combining them with the Plank Road STU funds. Mr. Bushnell inquired if the total 

project cost accounted for developments, deceleration lanes, turn lanes, etc. and if 

additional funding would be sought for the removed projects. Mr. Schwartz stated 

turns lanes would be dependent on when development occurs. He also said local 

funding, such as MFT and property taxes, would likely replace the STU funds from the 

removed projects. Mr. Bushnell expressed support of the decision to remove the 

smaller county projects for Plank Road Realignment. 

Discussion was held about different project types and the existing pavement 

condition of the overall DSATS FAU network. There is concern of the existing 

pavement condition of several other STU-eligible roads. Chair Gill asked for DSATS 

staff to prepare PCI information along all STU-eligible routes. The members agreed 

on a follow-up meeting for the Project Selection Subcommittee that would meet 

prior to the November TAC. The action item was tabled until the follow-up meeting 

on November 5, 2024. 

6. Other Business 

No other business. 

7. Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Williams; seconded by Mr. Bushnell; meeting 

adjourned at 9:34 am. 
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