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Policy Committee 
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 
Time: 3:00pm 
Location: DeKalb County Highway Department, 1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 
Attendance:   

Voting Members Non-Voting Attendance 
City of DeKalb: Bill Nicklas (Chair) FHWA:  
City of DeKalb: Cohen Barnes   
City of DeKalb: Zac Gill IDOT OP&P: Doug DeLille 
City of Sycamore: Matt Anderson   
City of Sycamore: Jeff Fischer DSATS Staff: Nathan Schwartz 
Town of Cortland: Brandy Williams (Secretary)   
DeKalb County: Brian Gregory   
NIU: Jennifer Groce (Vice-chair)   
IDOT District 3: Ryan Lindenmier   

 
Meeting Minutes 

 Call to Order: Chair Nicklas called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. 
1. Roll Call 
2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Motion to approve the November 8, 2023 meeting agenda made by Mr. Gregory; 
seconded by Mr. Gill; motion approved unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 
Motion to approve the September 13, 2023 meeting minutes made by Mr. Gregory; 
seconded by Mr. Gill; motion approved unanimously.  

4. Public Comments 
No public comments. 
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5. New Business 
a. By-Laws Update for the consolidation of the TOC & TAC Committees (Action) 

The Transit Subcommittee was originally created as a subcommittee of the TAC with 
its first meeting in February 2016. Among other transit related updates, the primary 
purpose of the Transit Subcommittee was the oversight of the 2016-2021 Transit 
Development Plan (TDP).  In early 2018, the City of DeKalb created a part-time Transit 
Consolidation Coordinator to look at integrating the VAC and Huskie Line operations 
and developing a transit governance system. Because of the specialized work by the 
Transit Subcommittee with the potential consolidation of the VAC and Huskie Line, 
the Policy Committee created a standing Transit Operations Committee in the 2020 
By-Laws which were effective May 1, 2020. As the transit consolidation for the urban 
area has taken place and been effective for quite a while, DSATS staff recommended 
the transit portion of the MPO become part of the Technical Advisory Committee as 
it was originally. To effectively consolidate the Transit Operations Committee (TOC) 
and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), the Policy Committee would need to adopt 
new By-Laws to remove the TOC as a standing committee. The Policy Committee in 
September directed DSATS staff to make the necessary changes to the By-Laws for 
consideration at the next meeting. The TOC and TAC unanimously supported at their 
previous meeting. The transit planning will occur through the TAC and the transit 
federally funded projects will be listed on the DSATS TIP. 
Motion to approve the by-laws changes as submitted by Vice-chair Groce; seconded 
by Mr. Anderson; motion approved unanimously. 

b. 2024 Meeting Schedule (Action) 
The Transit Operations Committee (TOC) and Transportation Advisory Committee 
(TAC) recommended a meeting schedule following the previous monthly meeting 
dates. The Policy Committee needs to approve a meeting schedule for 2024 so it can 
be published prior to the start of the new year. A motion to approve the 2024 
meeting schedule with the removal of the TOC by Mr. Fischer; seconded by Secretary 
Williams; motion approved unanimously. 

c.  Proposed SFY 2025-2029 Surface Transportation Program (STU) Projects (Action) 
The Project Selection Subcommittee submitted a program of local STU-funded 
projects for State Fiscal Years 2025-2029 to the Transportation Advisory Committee 
(TAC). The TAC unanimously forwarded the program with a positive recommendation 
to the Policy Committee for its review and adoption. Mr. Gregory made a motion to 
approve the STU projects as submitted with the following changes: 
1) Insert a new project, Annie Glidden Road resurfacing & ADA upgrades from IL 
Route 38 to County Health Blvd for the City of DeKalb, placed in FY 2028; 
2) the already proposed project, Somonauk Road resurfacing with paved safety 
shoulders south of IL Route 38 for DeKalb County, would be pushed back to 2029; 
and 
3) the existing project, Glidden Road resurfacing with paved safety shoulders north of 
the City of DeKalb to IL Route 64 for DeKalb County, would be pushed back to 2030. 
A second to the motion was made by Vice-chair Groce.  
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Mr. Gill added that the previous listed Peace Road Phase II, a place-holder project for 
the City of DeKalb, would be removed from the project listing. Potentially, that 
project would include the realignment and widening of Peace Road in the vicinity of 
IL Route 38.  Mr. Schwartz reminded the Committee that this schedule is subject to 
available funding. For example, if the County’s roundabout project receives all the 
external grant fund they will apply for, the other STU projects may potentially move 
up a year on the schedule. 
The motion approved unanimously. 

d. Election of Officers (Action) 
Election of officers are held annually. Per the current By-Laws, officers shall be 
elected for one-year terms starting January 1. No officer may serve in the same office 
for more than two consecutive terms. The current officers are in their second 
consecutive term and are as follows: 

Chair  Bill Nicklas 
Vice-Chair Jennifer Groce 
Secretary Brandy Williams 

A motion for Brandy Williams as the Chair in 2024 was made by Mr. Gill and 
seconded by Mr. Gregory. The motion approved unanimously. 
A motion for Zac Gill as the Vice-char in 2024 was made by Mr. Gregory and 
seconded by Ms. Groce. The motion approved unanimously. 
A motion for Matt Anderson as the Secretary in 2024 was made by Mr. Gregory and 
seconded by Mr. Gill. The motion approved unanimously. 

6. Other Business 
a. Staff and Project Updates 

Mr. Schwartz stated the MPO has been working on various plans recently including 
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and the have been collecting traffic data for the 
annual traffic counts program. 
Mr. Gill stated the Peace Road project north of the I-88 Tollway is expected to be 
substantially complete this year. On December 5th, there is an informational meeting 
and open house about the Lucinda Avenue project.  

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 
Mr. DeLille reported the State is finalizing consultant selection for the SS4A action 
plan. An action plan would allow public agencies to apply for implementation grants.    

c. Additional Business 
None. 

7. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Gregory; seconded by Secretary Williams; meeting 
adjourned at 3:18 pm. 


