
 

 

Assistive and Language services will be provided upon advance request 

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 | (815) 756-9513 | DSATS@DeKalbCounty.org | www.DSATS.org 

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Date: Wednesday, June 4, 2025 

Time: 11:00am 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

TAC Chair: Mark Bushnell 

Members: City of DeKalb, City of Sycamore, Town of Cortland, DeKalb County, NIU, IDOT District 3 

 

Non-voting participants may attend virtually at: 

Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8155758950  Phone: (312) 626-6799 Meeting ID 815 575 8950 

AGENDA 

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

4. Public Comment 

5. New Business 

a. 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) (Action) 

b. SFY 2026 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) (Action) 

c. SFY 2026-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (Action) 

d. DSATS Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (Action) 

6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates 

7. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 

c. Additional Business 

8. Adjourn (Action) 
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Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Date: Wednesday, June 4, 2025 

Time: 11:00am 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

TAC Chair: Mark Bushnell 

Members: City of DeKalb, City of Sycamore, Town of Cortland, DeKalb County, NIU, IDOT District 3 

 

Non-voting participants may attend virtually at: 

Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8155758950  Phone: (312) 626-6799 Meeting ID 815 575 8950 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Approval of the June 4, 2025 meeting agenda. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

Approval of the May 7, 2025 meeting minutes. 

4. Public Comment 

5. New Business 

a. 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) (Action) 

DSATS staff will present the proposed 2050 MTP document. The MTP is produced 

every 5 years and considers the MPO over the next 25 years. Staff will go over the 

comments received during the public comment period and at the open-house event.  

Staff is seeking a positive recommendation to the Policy Committee. The final draft 

may be found at https://dsats.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/DSATS-2050-

Metropolitan-Transportation-Plan-2025-05-30-FINAL.pdf.  

b. SFY 2026 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) (Action) 

DSATS staff will present the proposed budget and work program included within the 

annual UPWP for upcoming State Fiscal Year 2026. The UPWP was introduced at the 

May TAC meeting. Staff is seeking a positive recommendation to the Policy 

Committee. The final draft may be found at https://dsats.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/05/DSATS-SFY2026-UPWP-2025-05-06-Draft.pdf. 
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c. SFY 2026-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (Action) 

DSATS staff will present the proposed SFY 2026-2030 TIP document. Staff will cover 

the comments received to date since introduced at the May TAC meeting. It will 

complete the public comment period on June 4. Staff is asking for a positive 

recommendation to the Policy Committee. The final draft may be found at 

https://dsats.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-DSATS-TIP-2026-2030-draft-

2025-05-30.pdf.  

d. DSATS Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP) (Action) 

DSATS staff will present the Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP). This plan was 

developed for the Safe Streets and Roads For All (SS4A) program in coordination 

with the various local agencies in the DSATS area and across DeKalb County, as well 

as the consultant team at TYLin. A resolution featuring the safety goals established in 

the plan was adopted in May. Staff is now asking for a positive recommendation of 

the plan to the Policy Committee. 

6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates 

Transit staff will present updates to the Committee regarding planning and operations. 

7. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 

Updates from staff and local member organizations on projects. 

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 

Updates from IDOT, FHWA, and FTA staff on activities occurring at the state and 

federal levels. 

c. Additional Business 

Any additional business members may have for the group. 

8. Adjourn (Action) 
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Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Date: Wednesday, May 7, 2025 

Time: 11:00am 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Attendance:   

TAC Voting Members TAC Non-Voting Attendance 

City of DeKalb: Andy Raih, Mike 

Neuenkirchen 

FHWA: Jon Paul Diipla 

City of Sycamore: Mark Bushnell (Chair) IDOT OP&P: Brandon Geber 

Town of Cortland: Brandy Williams IDOT Local Roads: Steve Chery 

DeKalb County: Derek Hiland DeKalb Transit: Mike Neuenkirchen 

NIU: John Heckmann VAC: Rob Mitchell 

IDOT District 3: Not present DSATS Staff: Nathan Schwartz, Jacob Johnson 

Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order: Chair Bushnell called the meeting to order at 11:01 am. 

1. Roll Call 

A quorum was established. 

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Motion to approve the May 7, 2025 TAC meeting agenda made by Mr. Hiland; seconded 

by Mr. Neuenkirchen; motion approved unanimously.  

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

Motion to approve the February 5, 2025 TAC meeting minutes made by Mr. Heckmann; 

seconded by Ms. Williams; motion approved unanimously. 

4. Public Comments 

No public comments received. 

5. New Business 

a. Selection of Committee Vice-chair (Action) 

Vice-chair Gill recently resigned from the City of DeKalb and a new vice-chair must 

be appointed. Motion to appoint Mr. Neuenkirchen as Vice-chair made by Mr. 

Heckmann; seconded by Mr. Hiland; motion approved unanimously. 
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b. Resolution 2025-03: Vision Zero Action Plan (Action) 

Mr. Johnson explained that DSATS must create a goal to reduce and eliminate 

serious and fatal traffic crashes in the MPO region as part of the SS4A CSAP. DSATS 

strives for a 7% reduction in serious/fatal crashes every year with an eventual goal of 

zero serious/fatal crashes by 2050. Mr. Johnson asked that this resolution be sent to 

Policy Committee with a positive recommendation. Chair Bushnell asked what the 

resolution obligates the committee to perform. Mr. Johnson stated that there is no 

penalty if the MPO does not achieve this goal. Mr. Schwartz reiterated that the goal is 

to reach zero fatalities and serious injuries. Mr. Heckmann asked how 7% was 

decided as the yearly reduction rate. Mr. Schwartz explained the 7% reduction rate is 

based on the crash rate trends in the DSATS area from the previous 5 years. Mr. 

Diipla asked if the resolution was adopting the goal or the CSAP. Staff confirmed that 

the resolution only seeks to adopt the goal. The CSAP will be brought to committee 

in June. Motion to forward the resolution to Policy Committee with a positive 

recommendation made by Ms. Williams; seconded by Mr. Neuenkirchen; motion 

approved unanimously. 

c. 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) – Draft Review 

Mr. Johnson presented the 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan draft document to 

the committee. The MTP completed the public comment period and open-house 

event with multiple public comments received. Mr. Johnson described the public 

comments to the committee members. Mr. Schwartz stated that those who attended 

the open-house were very impressed with the work DSATS completes. Chair Bushnell 

asked if the TAC could provide feedback on the draft by Friday, May 16. Discussion 

around the 2020 Census and population estimates ensued. The draft will be brought 

back to committee in June. 

d. SFY 2026 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) – Draft Review 

Mr. Schwartz described the 2026 UPWP draft. Mr. Schwartz stated that staff spent a 

large amount of time on the MTP this year which constituted the only major change 

to the budget. Mr. Schwartz explained that staff will continue the ADA sidewalk 

study, update the Public Participation Plan, and complete a Pavement Condition 

Study this year. Chair Bushnell asked for TAC to provide feedback on the UPWP draft 

by May 23. The draft will be brought back to committee in June. 

e. SFY 2026-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) – Draft Review 

Mr. Schwartz presented the SFY 2026-2030 TIP draft. This draft will start the public 

comment period on May 8 and last until June 4. The only major changes occurred in 

Appendix A and Appendix B, which contain the highway and transit projects, 

respectively. Mr. Schwartz stated that although the Policy Committee approved 

projects for SFY 2026-2030, staff does not have updated information from IDOT for 

state projects, which are announced with the release of the State’s Multi-Year Plan. 

Mr. Geber asked if the transit facility project from CDPT used federal funding, and if 

so, it would need to be placed in the updated TIP. Mr. Neuenkirchen stated it does 

and due to the NEPA process, it will likely be moved from SFY 2025 to SFY 2026 and 

therefore need to be included. Mr. Schwartz asked TAC to provide comments by the 
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end of May so staff may incorporate feedback before the draft is brought back in 

June. 

 

6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates 

Mr. Mitchell of VAC informed the committee that the final bus will be wrapped for 

the CVP. Mr. Neuenkirchen stated that 4 paratransit vehicles have been received and 

are awaiting wrap schemes. 6 new buses have been ordered as well. He also stated 

that transit ridership is up 10% this year.  

7. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 

Mr. Johnson stated that staff will continue the ADA sidewalk study in the Town of 

Cortland and start in the City of Sycamore and potentially City of DeKalb this 

summer. He also stated that staff has posted multiple GIS maps to the DSATS 

website for use member agencies and the public. Mr. Johnson also mentioned that 

the 2024 Traffic Count Study will be sent out to the committee very soon. Chair 

Bushnell praised the interactive maps that DSATS staff has created.  

Regarding member organization projects, Mr. Schwartz stated that the County is 

beginning the Peace Road Bridge project and it will take 2 years to complete. He also 

spoke about the Barber Greene Road resurfacing and bike path project that will go to 

a June letting. Mr. Raih added that City of DeKalb is completing the Fairview Drive 

bike path project started last year. Ms. Williams stated that engineering for the 

Airport Road box culvert project is underway. Discussion around which projects may 

be submitted for SS4A funding ensued.  

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 

Mr. Geber announced that the SS4A funding opportunity will open at the end of the 

month. He also discussed various project examples that may be submitted for this 

funding source. Mr. Geber mentioned that HSIP funding is open and will close at the 

end of June. Mr. Geber also announced a local road project offering that will release 

at the end of the week. This opportunity is entirely state-sponsored and state-funded 

with no local match requirement. Chair Bushnell asked what kinds of projects are 

applicable. Mr. Geber responded that it is very broad and includes transit, 

engineering, implementation, etc. Mr. Chery stated that the district is preparing for 

the June, August, and September lettings. He also mentioned that HSIP applications 

are due on June 20. Mr. Chery asked Mr. Diipla if SS4A is intended to be direct 

recipient. Mr. Diipla stated that he believes so but will follow up with Mr. Chery after 

receiving confirmation from program leads. 

c. Additional Business 

None. 

8. Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Hiland; seconded by Ms. Williams. Motion 

approved unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am. 
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Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Transportation Advisory Committee at 

a subsequent meeting. 
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