'DSATS

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study

a metropolitan planning organization

Project Selection Subcommittee

Date: Tuesday, November 5, 2024
Time: 9:00 am

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department
1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115

Attendance:

Voting Members Non-Voting Attendance
City of DeKalb: Zac Gill (Chair) DSATS Staff: Nathan Schwartz
City of Sycamore: Mark Bushnell Jacob Johnson

Town of Cortland: Brandy Williams
DeKalb County: Nathan Schwartz

Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: Chair Gill called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

1. Roll Call
A quorum was established for the Project Selection Subcommittee.
2. Approval of Agenda (Action)

Motion to approve the November 5, 2024 meeting agenda made by Ms. Williams;
seconded by Mr. Bushnell; Motion approved unanimously.

3. Approval of Minutes (Action)
Motion to approve the October 29, 2024 meeting minutes made by Ms. Williams;
seconded by Mr. Bushnell; Motion approved unanimously.
4. Public Comments
No public comments.
5. New Business
a. Review of Existing and Proposed STU Projects (Action)

Previously, Chair Gill asked for DSATS staff to prepare PCl information along all STU-
eligible routes. Mr. Schwartz presented the FAU route inventory that was compiled by
DSATS staff. The FAU route inventory contains PCl and ADT counts, as well as the
number of crashes, along all segments of STU-eligible routes within the MPO. Mr.
Schwartz stated that these numbers are critical for grant funding. Mr. Schwartz then

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study
1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 | (815) 756-9513 | DSATS@DeKalbCounty.org | www.DSATS.org


mailto:DSATS@DeKalbCounty.org

described the updates of the proposed projects received by staff. Staff
recommended updating the name of the Plank Road Roundabout project. The cost
of it would increase as the intersection needs to stay open during construction. Mr.
Schwartz announced that DeKalb County received HSIP funds that would be used for
the project which reduces STU funds from $1.2M to $400,000. Staff recommended
leaving the Annie Glidden Road Resurfacing & ADA Improvements project in FY2028
which would allow time for designing and permitting plus ITEP grant applications.
The Airport Road Box Culvert project is moved forward from FY2028 to FY2027. The
Foxpointe Drive project from the City of Sycamore was estimated at a cost of
$200,000 but current prices from other projects suggest $300,000 is more
appropriate. Staff recommended the project be placed in FY2027 per Mr. Bushnell's
request.

Motion to forward the selected project list with a positive recommendation to the
TAC made by Ms. Williams; seconded by Mr. Bushnell. Motion approved
unanimously.

6. Other Business
Chair Gill asked to review the Plank Road Realignment Project. Mr. Schwartz discussed
the history of the project and how the project design was decided. Mr. Schwartz also
stated that the open-house will be taking place later this month. Discussion continued
about the owners of the property on which the realignment will take place. Mr. Schwartz
stated that local funds would be used for land acquisition of the property. Ms. Williams
asked if other funding options would be considered. Mr. Schwartz stated that a
combination of local property taxes, MFT, STU, HSIP, and TARP funds would be
applicable for the project. The Phase | engineering is currently under contract. Discussion
about the benefits of small projects took place. Ms. Williams asked if the Comprehensive
Safety Action Plan (CSAP) would change any of the projects and funding sources in the
proposed STU projects list. Mr. Schwartz stated that is a possibility as an approved CSAP
provides eligibility for Implementation grants. Mr. Schwartz elaborated only one grant
would be awarded per year per region, so it is in the best interest of DSATS, the County,
and the municipalities to coordinate and include all projects in one application. Chair Gill
suggested that the subcommittee meet more often, possibly biannually. The
Subcommittee agreed to meet on June 4, 2025 at 10:30am.

7. Adjourn

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Williams; seconded by Mr. Bushnell; meeting
adjourned at 9:47 am.
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