ATS

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study

a metropolitan planning organization

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC)

Date: Wednesday, June 4, 2025
Time: 11:00am
Location: DeKalb County Highway Department
1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115

Attendance:

TAC Voting Members TAC Non-Voting Attendance
City of DeKalb: Brian Van Hine FHWA: Jon Paul Diipla
City of Sycamore: Mark Bushnell (Chair) IDOT OP&P: Julie Kaschke
Town of Cortland:  Brandy Williams IDOT Local Roads: Not present
DeKalb County: Derek Hiland DeKalb Transit: ~ Brian Van Hine
NIU: John Heckmann VAC: Rob Mitchell
IDOT District 3: Not present DSATS Staff: Nathan Schwartz, Jacob Johnson

Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: Chair Bushnell called the meeting to order at 11:01 am.
Roll Call
A quorum was established.
Approval of Agenda (Action)
Motion to approve the June 4, 2025 TAC meeting agenda made by Mr. Hiland; seconded
by Mr. Heckmann; motion approved unanimously.
Approval of Minutes (Action)
Motion to approve the May 7, 2025 TAC meeting minutes made by Mr. Heckmann;
seconded by Mr. Hiland; motion approved unanimously.
Public Comments
No public comments received.
New Business
a. 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) (Action)
Mr. Schwartz presented the 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan document to the

committee. He explained that the MTP completed the public comment period with
just a few comments received and discussed the minor changes made to the
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document. Mr. Schwartz asked that the 2050 MTP be forwarded to the Policy
Committee with a positive recommendation for adoption. Motion to forward the
2050 MTP to the Policy Committee with a positive recommendation for adoption
made by Mr. Van Hine; seconded by Ms. Williams; motion approved unanimously.
Chair Bushnell thanked staff for providing reminders to the Committee for feedback
on the document.

b. SFY 2026 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) (Action)

Mr. Schwartz described the 2026 UPWP document. Mr. Schwartz explained that staff
will continue the ADA sidewalk study, perform annual traffic counts, update the
Public Participation Plan, and complete a Pavement Condition Study in SFY 2026.
Chair Bushnell asked if unused planning funds are returned to IDOT or if the MPO
can accumulate it for the next fiscal year. Mr. Schwartz stated that unused funds can
be reallocated to other work program activities by submitting a budget modification
to IDOT, but any unused funds at the end of the fiscal year will be returned to IDOT
and utilized in a statewide program determined by IDOT staff along with the MPOs.
Motion to forward the SFY 2026 UPWP to the Policy Committee with a positive
recommendation for adoption made by Mr. Heckmann; seconded by Ms. Williams;
motion approved unanimously.

c. SFY 2026-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) (Action)
Mr. Schwartz presented the SFY 2026-2030 TIP document and explained the changes
made to projects found in Appendix A and Appendix B based on comments received
during the public comment period. Mr. Schwartz also mentioned that although the
Policy Committee approved projects for SFY 2026-2030, staff does not have updated
information from IDOT for state projects, which are announced with the release of
the State’s Multi-Year Program. Mr. Heckmann inquired about the relationship
between the MTP and TIP document. Mr. Schwartz explained the MTP examines the
entire multimodal transportation network of the DSATS region, including
construction projects, for the next 25 years whereas the TIP primarily focuses on
construction projects in the next 5 years. Chair Bushnell asked if the traffic signal
enhancement project would be included in the TIP. Mr. Schwartz explained the
project is considered a SFY 2025 project and therefore not included in the TIP for SFY
2026-2030. Motion to forward the SFY 2026-2030 TIP to the Policy Committee with a
positive recommendation for adoption made by Mr. Hiland; seconded by Ms.
Williams; motion approved unanimously.

d. DSATS Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP) (Action)
Mr. Johnson presented the Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP) that was
developed for the Safe Streets and Roads For All (SS4A) program in coordination
with the various local agencies in the DSATS area and across DeKalb County, as well
as the consultant team at TYLin. Mr. Johnson stated a resolution featuring the safety
goals established in the plan was adopted in May. Mr. Schwartz added the plan’s
adoption will allow DSATS to be eligible for discretionary grant funding and the
deadline for grant applications is June 26. Discussion around submitting a grant with
potential projects and who would be the lead agency on the grant ensued. Motion to
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forward the CSAP to the Policy Committee with a positive recommendation for
adoption made by Mr. Heckmann; seconded by Ms. Williams; motion approved
unanimously.

6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates

Mr. Van Hine informed the committee that ridership for urban transit last year
surpassed one million fixed-route and paratransit rides. This year's ridership is about
60,000 ahead of last year's count. Mr. Van Hine also mentioned that CDPT
implemented a new virtual transit fee system this year. Mr. Mitchell had no new
updates regarding rural transit.

7. Other Business

a. Staff and Project Updates

Mr. Johnson stated that staff will collect Google Street View data this summer,
including the entire MPO area as well as a portion of the rural road network. He also
informed the Committee that staff will continue the ADA sidewalk study in the Town
of Cortland, begin collecting data in the City of Sycamore and potentially City of
DeKalb this summer. This data will be used to help the TAC develop an ADA
Transition Plan. Mr. Johnson also mentioned that staff will update the Public
Participation Plan and a PCl update will take place this fall. Chair Bushnell asked how
soon the PCl results would be available. Mr. Schwartz stated that staff would likely
have results by late winter. Chair Bushnell asked when DSATS staff expects to
complete the sidewalk inventory data collection process. Mr. Johnson stated that
staff will likely finalize Sycamore data collection by the end of summer.
Mr. Heckmann inquired what features of curb ramps are being analyzed for
compliance. Mr. Johnson explained that vertical changes between sidewalk panels,
cross slopes, run slopes, and the presence of detectable warnings are the main
features that staff is analyzing. Discussion ensued around ADA compliance guidelines
and best practices for constructing curb ramps.

b. What's New with our State and Federal Partners
No updates.

c. Additional Business
Mr. Heckmann stated that the Lucinda and Normal roundabout project has started
construction and will likely be completed in time for the fall semester at NIU. Chair
Bushnell stated that the City of Sycamore’s MFT bids for paving and concrete work
came in lower than anticipated.

8. Adjourn

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Heckmann; seconded by Ms. Williams. Motion
approved unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 11:44 am.
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