
 

 

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 | (815) 756-9513 | DSATS@DeKalbCounty.org | www.DSATS.org 

 

 

 

Policy Committee 

Date: Wednesday, July 9, 2025 

Time: 3:00pm 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department, 1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Attendance:   

Voting Members Non-Voting Attendance 

City of DeKalb: Bill Nicklas FHWA: Jon Paul Diipla 

City of DeKalb: Andy Raih   

City of DeKalb: Mike Neuenkirchen IDOT OP&P: Julie Kaschke 

City of Sycamore: Matt Anderson (Secretary)   

City of Sycamore: Michael Hall, Marvin 

Barnes 

DSATS Staff: Nathan Schwartz, Jacob Johnson 

Town of Cortland: Not present   

DeKalb County: Liam Sullivan (Vice-chair)   

NIU: Jennifer Groce   

IDOT District 3: Not present   

 

Meeting Minutes 

 Call to Order: Vice-chair Sullivan called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm. 

1. Roll Call 

A quorum was established. 

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Motion to approve the July 9, 2025 meeting agenda made by Mr. Nicklas; seconded by 

Mr. Barnes; motion approved unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

Motion to approve the June 11, 2025 meeting minutes made by Mr. Barnes; seconded by 

Mr. Nicklas; motion approved unanimously.  

4. Public Comments 

No public comments received. 
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5. New Business 

a. SFY 2026-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Modification 2026-01 

(Action) 

Mr. Johnson presented TIP Modification 2026-01 to the committee and stated no 

public comments were received. Mr. Neuenkirchen described the new project added 

to the TIP. City of DeKalb is pursuing two competitive grant opportunities to fund the 

purchase of replacement buses. If awarded, City of DeKalb would only receive 

funding from one of the grant sources. The TAC unanimously forwarded TIP 

Modification 2026-01 to the Policy Committee with a positive recommendation for 

approval. Motion to approve TIP Modification 2026-01 made by Mr. Nicklas; 

seconded by Mr. Barnes; motion approved unanimously. 

6. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 

Mr. Johnson informed the committee members DSATS now has 3 interns working 

full-time for the summer. Mr. Johnson explained that staff is finishing up City of 

DeKalb’s Google Street View recordings and will begin collecting roadway videos 

from the City of Sycamore afterwards. Mr. Johnson also added that the interns have 

completed sidewalk measurements in the City of Sycamore and began collecting 

measurements on NIU’s campus today. Mr. Nicklas inquired if the internships are 

paid. Mr. Johnson replied all DSATS internships are paid. Mr. Schwartz informed the 

committee members the Illinois Modeling Users Group (ILMUG) has invited DSATS to 

present on the sidewalk ADA evaluation study at the meeting on July 11. DSATS will 

inform the group of the strategies and processes implemented throughout the 

duration of the project. Ms. Kaschke asked DSATS staff to provide a short version of 

that presentation for the Policy Committee’s next meeting.  

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 

Ms. Kaschke stated the SFY 2026-2030 TIP is still pending approval and she will 

inform the committee members when it has been officially approved. Mr. Schwartz 

added the TIP is always included by reference in the State’s Multi-Year Program 

(MYP), which has not been released yet. Mr. Diipla confirmed the TIP was provided to 

FHWA and FTA and are under review by the agencies. Mr. Diipla stated the TIP, after 

receiving approval from FHWA and FTA, will be sent to IDOT but he has no update 

on the current timeline for approval of the TIP.  

c. Additional Business 

None. 

7. Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Barnes; seconded by Mr. Nicklas; meeting 

adjourned at 3:13 pm. 
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