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Policy Committee 

Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

Time: 3:00pm 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department, 1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Attendance:   

Voting Members Non-Voting Attendance 

City of DeKalb: Mike Neuenkirchen FHWA: Not present 

City of DeKalb:    

City of DeKalb:  IDOT OP&P: Julie Kaschke 

City of Sycamore: Michael Hall   

City of Sycamore: Marvin Barnes DSATS Staff: Jacob Johnson, Manny Miralrio 

Town of Cortland: Not present   

DeKalb County: Derek Hiland (C)   

NIU: John Heckmann   

IDOT District 3: Not present   

 

Meeting Minutes 

 Call to Order: Chair Hiland called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. 

1. Roll Call 

A quorum was established. 

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Motion to approve the March 11, 2026 meeting agenda made by Mr. Barnes; seconded 

by Mr. Neuenkirchen; motion approved unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

Motion to approve the November 12, 2025 meeting minutes made by Mr. Neuenkirchen; 

seconded by Mr. Barnes; motion approved unanimously.  

4. Public Comments 

No public comments received. 
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5. New Business 

a. Selection of Committee Vice-chair (Action) 

Mr. Johnson stated that with Vice-chair Anderson’s recent resignation from City of 

Sycamore, a new vice-chair must be appointed. Mr. Johnson explained officers shall 

be elected for one-year terms starting January 1, and no officer may serve in the 

same office for more than two consecutive terms. He also explained DSATS has 

typically made an effort to have representation from different member agencies, but 

does not require it. Discussion ensued around nominations of the vice-chair;  

Mr. Neunkirchen and Chair Hiland recommended delaying the action item for a 

meeting where more primary voting members are present. Motion to delay selection 

of committee vice-chair until next Policy Committee meeting made by Mr. Barnes; 

seconded by Mr. Neuenkrichen. Motion approved unanimously. 

b. SFY 2026-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Modification 2026-04 

(Action) 

Mr. Johnson presented TIP Modification 2026-04 to the committee. Mr. Johnson 

explained all projects in the amendment are transit projects provided by  

Mr. Neuenkirchen. Most projects underwent minor changes, specifically to the 

project description, their funding sources, and the total cost of the project not 

exceeding 50% of the total cost, which were included as amendments for the sake of 

transparency. One new project was included for the refurbishment of 6 fixed route 

fleet vehicles. No public comments were received for the TIP modification. The TAC 

unanimously forwarded TIP Modification 2026-04 to the Policy Committee with a 

positive recommendation for approval. Ms. Kaschke inquired about the change in 

DOAP funding on project 2026-T-48. Mr. Neuenkirchen responded the total cost of 

project stayed the same, but the percentage for allocation was shifted around. 

Motion to approve TIP Modification 2026-04 made by Mr. Barnes; seconded by  

Mr. Heckmann; motion approved unanimously. 

c. SFY 2027-2031 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) — Draft Review 

Mr. Johnson presented the proposed SFY 2027-2031 TIP draft and provided a brief 

overview of the document’s function with DSATS planning activities. The only major 

changes occurred in Appendix A and Appendix B, where highway and transit projects, 

respectively, are located. After the Policy Committee convenes, DSATS staff will begin 

the public comment period and will conclude on April 10, 2026. Mr. Johnson asked 

the committee to provide feedback on the document before the end of the period. 

This draft will be brought back to Committee in May for approval. Mr. Barnes asked 

about the jurisdictional transfer for Peace Road and IL Route 23. Discussion ensued 

about the details of the jurisdictional transfer and Mr. Johnson stated he would ask 

Mr. Schwartz to provide more of those details at a later date.   
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6. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 

Mr. Johnson announced a new full time GIS Technician on the DSATS payroll,  

Manny Miralrio. Mr. Miralrio introduced himself and explained his recent graduation 

from Franciscan University, as well as his wide variety of experiences working for 

public agencies across Illinois and in West Virginia. Mr. Miralrio will be working on 

the variety of GIS applications overseen by DSATS, and he will, occasionally, work on 

County-led GIS applications. Currently, Mr. Miralrio is working on a High-Injury 

Network (HIN) analysis, which is a follow-up to the Comprehensive Safety Action Plan 

(CSAP) approved by DSATS in 2025. Mr. Johnson also announced staff will finalize the 

RFP for the Pavement Condition Study by the end of March and will likely finish data 

collection by late spring/early summer 2026. Mr. Johnson stated the raw data will be 

forwarded as soon as it is available, prior to DSATS staff putting together a report, 

per the request of local agencies. Mr. Neuenkirchen asked about the scope of the 

project. Mr. Johnson explained DSATS will seek collection of all roadways in the UZA, 

and he will confirm with Mr. Schwartz about the finer details. Mr. Johnson stated staff 

attended the T.H.E. Conference in Champaign, IL and recalled presentations that may 

interest the MPO. Mr. Neuenkirchen asked about the shift away from Times New 

Roman font. Mr. Johnson answered the font is not ADA compliant for visually-

impaired persons. Chair Hiland added all municipalities over 100,000 people are 

required to become compliant by the end of April. Mr. Johnson also informed the 

committee that staff will continue the Google Street View and Sidewalk Evaluation 

programs, starting in the spring and summer, respectively. Mr. Johnson also 

discussed the new eTIP, which will move the existing TIP documentation into an 

online format. He explained the software will allow for better historical record 

tracking and user logins for member agencies, with a public facing site that will 

eventually be linked to the DSAST website.  

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 

Ms. Kaschke announced an informational ITEP meeting held in Ottawa on June 8 and 

June 9. Ms. Kaschke thanked Mr. Schwartz for finalizing all DSATS invoices and 

bringing DSATS up-to-date with reimbursements. The last item Ms. Kaschke spoke 

on is FHWA is requesting TIP amendments be sent to the office during the public 

comment period, not after the fact. Mr. Johnson reassured the committee DSATS 

includes FHWA, FTA, and IDOT on all mailing lists and notifies the agencies of 

developments with all federally-mandated work projects, amongst other planning 

activities. Mr. Neuenkirchen responded he would send new FTA contact information 

to DSATS staff. 

c. Additional Business 

None. 

7. Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Heckmann; seconded by Mr. Neuenkirchen; 

meeting adjourned at 3:38 pm. 
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