
 

 

Assistive and Language services will be provided upon advance request 

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study 
1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115  |  (815) 756-9513  |  DSATS@DeKalbCounty.org  |  www.DSATS.org 

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 
Time: 11:00am 
Location: DeKalb County Highway Department 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 
TAC Chair: Mark Bushnell 
Members: City of DeKalb, City of Sycamore, Town of Cortland, DeKalb County, NIU, IDOT District 3 
 

Non-voting participants may attend virtually at: 
Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8155758950 
Phone: (312) 626-6799 Meeting ID 815 575 8950 

AGENDA 

1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 
3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 
4. Public Comment 
5. New Business 

a. SFY 2027-2031 Transportation Improvement Program Modification #1 (Action) 
6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates 
7. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 

c. Additional Business 
8. Adjourn (Action) 
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Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 
Time: 11:00am 
Location: DeKalb County Highway Department 

1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 
TAC Chair: Mark Bushnell 
Members: City of DeKalb, City of Sycamore, Town of Cortland, DeKalb County, NIU, IDOT District 3 

 

Non-voting participants may attend virtually at: 
Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8155758950 
Phone: (312) 626-6799 Meeting ID 815 575 8950 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 

Approval of the August 5, 2026 meeting agenda. 
3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 

Approval of the May 6, 2026 meeting minutes. 
4. Public Comment 
5. New Business 

a. SFY 2027-2031 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Modification #2027-01 
(Action) 
DSATS staff will present the proposed SFY 2027-2031 Transportation Improvement 
Program Modification #1. The modification includes 3 new transit projects added to 
the Illustrative List on the TIP. It completed a public comment period with no 
comments received. Staff is asking for a positive recommendation to the Policy 
Committee. The final draft may be found at https://dsats.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/SFY-2027-2031-TIP-Mod-2027-01-with-Public-Notice.pdf. 

6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates 
Transit staff will present updates to the Committee regarding planning and operations. 

7. Other Business 

a. Staff and Project Updates 
Updates from staff and local member organizations on projects. 
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b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 
Updates from IDOT, FHWA, and FTA staff on activities occurring at the state and 
federal levels. 

c. Additional Business 
Any additional business members may have for the group. 

8. Adjourn (Action) 
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Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) 
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2026 

Time: 11:00am 

Location: DeKalb County Highway Department 
1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Attendance:   
TAC Voting Members TAC Non-Voting Attendance 

City of DeKalb: Mike Neuenkirchen (VC), 
John Laskowski 

FHWA: Not present 

City of Sycamore: Mark Bushnell (C) IDOT OP&P: Julie Kaschke 
Town of Cortland: Not present IDOT Local 

Roads: 
Not present 

DeKalb County: Brad Hunold DeKalb Transit: Mike Neuenkirchen 
NIU: John Heckmann VAC: Rob Mitchell 
IDOT District 3: Not present DSATS Staff: Brad Hunold, Manny Miralrio 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order: Chair Bushnell called the meeting to order at 11:00 am. 

1. Roll Call 
A quorum was established. 

2. Approval of Agenda (Action) 
Motion to approve the May 6, 2026 TAC meeting agenda made by Mr. Laskowski; 
seconded by Vice-chair Neuenkirchen; motion approved unanimously.  

3. Approval of Minutes (Action) 
Motion to approve the March 10, 2026 TAC meeting minutes made by  
Mr. Laskowski; seconded by Mr. Heckmann; motion approved unanimously. 

4. Public Comments 
No public comments received. 
 
 
 
 

5. New Business 
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a. SFY 2027 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) - (Action) 
DSATS staff will present the proposed budget and work program included within the 
annual UPWP for upcoming State Fiscal Year 2027. Staff is seeking a positive 
recommendation to the Policy Committee. Motion to forward the SFY 2027 Unified 
Planning Work Program to the Policy Committee with a positive recommendation for 
approval made by Vice-chair Neuenkirchen; seconded by Mr. Laskowski; motion 
approved unanimously.  

b. SFY 2027-2031 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) - (Action) 
DSATS staff will present the proposed SFY 2027-2031 TIP document. Staff will 
cover the comments received to date since introduced at the March TAC meeting. It 
completed a public comment period. Staff is asking for a positive recommendation to 
the Policy Committee. Motion to forward the SFY 2027-2031 Transportation 
Improvement Program to the Policy Committee with a positive recommendation for 
approval made by Mr. Laskowski; seconded by Vice-chair Neuenkirchen; motion 
approved unanimously. 

6. Urban and Rural Transit Updates 
Mr. Smith announced he will be retiring at the end of June and Val Miller will be 
taking over his responsibilities. Mr. Smith also stated Downstate Operating 
Assistance Program (DOAP) will receive an increase in funding from 65% to 80%. 
Mr. Mitchell reported IDOT will be starting CVP applications soon with no confirmed 
date at this time. Mr. Mitchell stated they are operating at max capacity with 
Kishwaukee Community College currently in session. Vice-chair Neuenkirchen 
announced the Gilig buses ordered by CDPT will be arriving next week and 
operating in two weeks. These will be the first new buses since 2017. Vice-chair 
Neuenkirchen also reported the NEPA process for the transit facility site was 
approved at the end of January. This approval frees up $6M of federal funding 
allocated to the urban area, and construction will begin after receiving IDOT 
concurrence. Mr. Smith informed the committee VAC will be remodeling their building 
with $1.4M set aside for the project currently; Mr. Smith stated he is waiting for IDOT 
concurrence as well. 

7. Other Business 
a. Staff and Project Updates 

Mr. Johnson informed the committee that staff attended the T.H.E. Conference in 
Champaign, IL and recalled highlights from presentations that may interest the MPO. 
Mr. Johnson stated staff will continue the Google Street View and Sidewalk 
Evaluation programs, starting in the spring and summer, respectively; he asked 
committee members to reach out if they want updated GSV imagery for a particular 
roadway. Mr. Johnson also announced the Pavement Condition Index (PCI) study 
RFP is being finalized and will be sent out by the end of the month. Chair Bushnell 
asked when data would become available to local agencies. Mr. Johnson answered 
staff would be looking to finalize data collection by late spring/early summer, and 
developing the report afterwards. Discussion ensued around DSATS staff forwarding 
the raw data to local agencies prior to developing the report, as was done in the past. 
Mr. Johnson acknowledged the request and stated staff would be more than happy 
to do so. Mr. Johnson also announced a new full time GIS Technician on the DSATS 
payroll, Manny Miralrio. Mr. Miralrio introduced himself and explained his recent 
graduation from Franciscan University, as well as his wide variety of experiences 
working for public agencies across Illinois and in West Virginia.  
Ms. Williams inquired if he would be working out of the Highway Department office 
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and Vice-chair Neuenkirchen asked if he would be splitting his time between DSATS 
and the County. Mr. Johnson stated he would be present at the highway department 
office and he would primarily focus on DSATS related projects, with the occasional 
need for his assistance on county projects like the township sign inventory.  
Mr. Johnson also discussed the new eTIP, which will move the existing TIP 
documentation into an online format. He explained the software will allow for better 
historical record tracking and user logins for member agencies, with a public facing 
site that will eventually be linked to the DSATS website.  

b. What’s New with our State and Federal Partners 
Ms. Kaschke stated she had no new updates. 

c. Additional Business 
Mr. Heckmann stated NIU is on spring break now and preparing for graduation and 
new recruitment efforts.  

8. Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn was made by Vice-chair Neuenkirchen; seconded by Mr. Laskowski. 
Motion approved unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 11:23 am. 



NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  REVIEWS  &  PUBLIC  HEARINGS  FOR  THE  DEKALB‐SYCAMORE  AREA 
TRANSPORTATION STUDY (DSATS) 

The DSATS State Fiscal Year 2027‐2031 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
Modification #2027‐01 is available for public review and comment from Monday, July 13 to 
Monday, July 27 at www.dsats.org and at 1826 Barber Greene Road, DeKalb, IL 60115. This 
modification includes various transportation and transit projects programmed within the 
DeKalb‐Sycamore Metropolitan Area. All questions and comments should be directed to DSATS 
by calling 815‐756‐9513, emailing dsats@dekalbcounty.org, or submitting the applicable 
contact form on www.dsats.org. 



Modification #: 2027-01 Date: TBD  TIP SFY: Illustrative
Reason:
Type: Amendment

Justification:

TIP No Total Cost: $20,000,000 Source:
Project Type: Federal: $0 0

Location State: $20,000,000 DTIF 
PM Targets: Local/Other: $0 0

Grant ID:
Description:

Modification #: 2027-01 Date: TBD  TIP SFY: Illustrative
Reason:
Type: Amendment

Justification:

TIP No Total Cost: $4,000,000 Source:
Project Type: Federal: $3,200,000 FRA CRISI Funds

Location State: $800,000 IDOT Infrastructure Program
PM Targets: Local/Other: $0 0

Grant ID:
Description:

Modification #: 2027-01 Date: TBD  TIP SFY: Illustrative
Reason:
Type: Amendment

Justification:

TIP No Total Cost: $7,196,022 Source:
Project Type: Federal: $7,196,022 IDOT DTIF 

Location State: $0 0
PM Targets: Local/Other: $0 0

Grant ID:
Description:

Vehicle Acquisition 
Agency-Wide

TAM
-
Fixed Route Fleet Purchase: up to three (3) 35-ft. Gillig Low-Floor Diesel buses and three (3) 35-
ft. Gillig Low-Floor Hybrid Diesel Electric Buses (Total of 6)

 NEPA and Locally Preferred Alternative Analysis Activitiy for Metra Commuter Rail Extension 

City of DeKalb Public Transit

This is a new project in the FY2027-2031 TIP.

As this is a proposed new project, a TIP amendment must be performed.

2027-T-121

2027-T-120
Passenger Rail Design & Engineering

City of DeKalb Public Transit

This is a new project in the FY2027-2031 TIP.

As this is a proposed new project, a TIP amendment must be performed.

DeKalb-Elburn Passenger Corridor 
-

-

DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study (DSATS)
FY 2027-2031 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

City of DeKalb Public Transit

2027-T-119
Transit Facility Construction Phase II

Phase II of Transit Facility Design, Engineering and Construction to include enclosed bus 
parking, automatic wash bay, and community outreach building / secondary dispatch center 

W. Dresser Rd., DeKalb 
TAM, PTASP

This is a new project in the FY2027-2031 TIP.

As this is a proposed new project, a TIP amendment must be performed.

-


